
I. Complimentary 
 

1. Appreciation 
Board 
 
Be It Resolved that the growers of this industry extend their appreciation through the Board to all 
members of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada; BC Ministry of Agriculture and the Grow BC, Feed 
BC, Buy BC Programs; Canadian Horticultural Council; Canadian Federation of Agriculture; BC 
Agriculture Council; AgSafeBC; BC Orchard Industry Museum; Okanagan College; University of 
British Columbia - Okanagan; Summerland Research and Development Centre; Pest Management 
Regulatory Agency; BC Investment Agriculture Foundation; Okanagan-Kootenay Sterile Insect 
Release Program; BC Tree Fruits Cooperative; and members of the news media and all others who 
in any measure have assisted the industry during the past year. 
 

2. Municipal Support for the Tree Fruit Industry Priorities 
Board 
 
Be It Resolved that the BCFGA recognize and send appreciation to the regional districts and 
municipalities of the Okanagan for continued support of environmental programs for the tree fruit 
industry, including 

● The Okanagan-Kootenay Sterile Insect Release Program 
● The Starling Control Program and 
● Wood waste disposal (stump grinding) programs. 

 
II. Financial Programs 
 

3. Food Safety Funding 
South 
 
Whereas the CanadaGAP food safety program is a program developed in Canada to promote Good 
Agricultural Practices (GAPs) for fruit and vegetable suppliers, and 

Whereas the program is based on scientific food safety research and practical knowledge of farm 
practices, and 

Whereas the program requires participants to provide equipment that can be costly, 

Therefore Be It Resolved that a grant be provided under the Canadian Agriculture Partnership 
(CAP) program for food safety equipment, such as handwashing stations. 

 
4. Equity for Multiple Commodity Producers 

South 
 
Whereas farmers diversify their crops to mitigate risk, and 



Whereas AgriStability is a whole farm program and does not cover risk to individual commodities in 
a multi-commodity farm, and 

Whereas in comparison to growers who do not diversify risk, there is less support for diversified 
farms, 

Therefore Be It Resolved that AgriStability develop options that are more equitable for farmers with 
multiple commodities. 

 
5. ALR to Consider Social and Economic Viability of Family Farms 

South 
 
Whereas the new Agriculture Land Reserve (ALR) regulations were adopted in 2019 to protect 
farmland from urban development, and 

Whereas the BCFGA support a viable ALR, and 

Whereas many farmers feel that these new regulations have had the unintended consequence of 
impacting bonafide farms in a negative way and  

Whereas promoting and supporting viable family farms is the best way of protecting the ALR, 

Therefore Be It Resolved that new Agriculture Land Reserve regulations consider the social and 
economic viability of family farms. 

 
6. Support Young Farmers 

South 
 
Whereas the province of Ontario has introduced a low interest loan for new farmers, and 

Whereas BC lags all other provinces in its support of agriculture, and 

Whereas new farmers are critical to succession in the industry, 

Therefore Be It Resolved that the BCAC request the province to support new farmers through the 
first 5 years of farming by providing a low interest loan. 

 
7. Independent Study of the Cherry Production Insurance Program 

South 
 
Whereas a new Cherry Production Insurance program based on gross coverage was introduced a 
year ago, and 

Whereas the pre-existing Cherry Production Insurance quality program continues to be the choice 
for many growers, and 

Whereas premiums for the quality program are increasing without adequate consultation on 
possible cost-containment items such as deductibles and limitations on multi-year claims, 

Therefore Be It Resolved that the Production Insurance Branch initiate an independent study of the 
Cherry quality program claims and premiums experience, the possible effect of various 



cost-containment practices, and present the independent information to the Cherry Production 
Insurance Advisory Sub-Committee in time for any program adjustments and premium-setting 
deadlines for 2021 coverage. 

 
8. Federal Infrastructure Program for Agriculture 

South 
 
Whereas Federal infrastructure programs do not fund rural agricultural projects, and  

Whereas rural agriculture projects benefit the entire economy by creating jobs in rural areas during 
the construction period, and 

Whereas the Federal agricultural infrastructure projects are needed to prevent disasters such as the 
disruption of water supplies and the enhancement of water storage, 

Therefore Be It Resolved that rural agricultural infrastructure projects be eligible for the Federal 
infrastructure program. 

 
9. Increase AgriStability Coverage 

Board 
 
Whereas AgriStability participation is decreasing, and 

Whereas AgrStability has a higher participation rate when coverage provided assurance of 85% 
percent of the Program Margin, 

Therefore Be It Resolved that the Province ensure that AgriStability provides a higher level of 
coverage, increasing from 70% to 85% assurance of Program Margin, and 

Further Be It Resolved that the program payment be increased from 70% to  80% of the difference 
between the Historic  and Current year Program Margin. 

 
10.Allow Non-Arms Length Labour in AgriStability 

Board 
 
Whereas the application form for AgriStability considers salaries of family members as “non-arm’s 
length” and therefore no eleigible expenses for the purpose of calculating program margins, 

Therefore Be It Resovled that the AgriStability expense eligibility rules be amended to accept 
non-arm’s length labour as an eligible expense, and  

Further Be It Resolved that the maximum non-arm’s length labour amount not exceed the industry 
average for arm’s-length labour as a percentage of total expense. 

 
11. Insurance and Deductibles for Mulit-Year Events 

South 
 



Whereas Sudden Tree Decline does not have any apparent single cause that has been identified, 
and 

Whereas the Production Insurance Branch was unable to provide growers with timely answers and 
has not been clear in its policy for considering the Sudden Tree Decline as a multi-year peril (e.g. 
only one deductible for trees affected in different years), and 

Whereas the uncertainty of Production Insurance coverage increases stress on growers during 
what is already a very stressful event on their farms, and 

Whereas there appears to be greater clarity of policy and communication on grape vine death,  

Therefore Be It Resolved that the Production Insurance Branch prepare clear, concise, written 
policies that provide information and certainty on production insurance coverage for Sudden Tree 
Death. 

 
III. Trade, Taxes and Regulations 
 

12.Time Change 
North  
 
Whereas BC is proposing to eliminate the time change such that there is no gain or loss of an hour 
between summer and winter, and  

Whereas the current proposal to fix the time at Greenwich Mean Time plus 8 hours (GMT+8) will 
result in daylight on the shortest day of the year being between 9am and 5pm, and  

Whereas it is preferable for farm families (and most families in general) to have daylight on the 
shortest day of the year between 8am and 4pm,  

Therefore Be It Resolved that the Provincial government maintains the current bi-annual time 
change or adopt year-round Standard Time at GMT+7. 

 
13.ALR Diversification and Value-Added 

South 
 
Whereas viability of farms will be improved when growers are able to increase the value of their 
product through packing, further processing, and taking advantage of direct marketing opportunities, 
and 

Whereas a core requirement of the Agriculture Land Commision (ALC) legislation is to improve the 
viability of farms, and 

Whereas the BCFGA supports the Agriculture Land Reserve (ALR) and opposes the erosion of 
farmland by owners that do not actively farm the property, and 

Whereas recent changes in the limits on construction in the ALR have controlled non-farm use but 
at the same time have had the unintended consequence of restricting value-added opportunities for 
bonafide farmers, 



Therefore Be It Resolved that the Agriculture Land Reserve provides diversification and 
value-added alternatives to support the farm operation with a minimum regulatory burden on the 
bonafide farmer. 

 
 

14.ALR Working Group 
South 
 
Whereas a core requirement of the ALC legislation is to improve the viability of farms, and 

Whereas farm support in BC is very low compared to Canada and Canada is very low compared to 
other developed nations, and 

Whereas the current deteriorating financial situation on farms, where farm prices are being 
outstripped by increased labour costs (including a 34% increase in minimum wage from $11.35 per 
hour in 2017 to $15.20 per hour in 2021), and, Whereas there are increasing regulatory burdens 
and  

Therefore Be It Resolved that the BCFGA and BCAC ask the government to have a farm industry 
working group to make recommendations to make farming and the ALR more viable, profitable and 
sustainable. 

 
15.ALR Information Gathering and Intensification 

South 
 
Whereas it is important to maintain food security and  

Whereas the provincial government has established a Food Security Task Force, and 

Whereas attaining food security will reduce the attrition of agricultural land to non-food use, 

Be It Resolved That the province regularly gather information on ALR land use, and  

Further Be It Resolved that this information be used to establish programs that encourage intensive 
farm use of ALR property. 

 
16.Exempt Farming from Provincial Sales Tax 

South 
 
Whereas PST exemptions are on a product-by-product basis, and 

Whereas this complicated PST exemption is managed by individual retailers, and 

Whereas this causes confusion and inconsistency in the application of the PST tax exemption,  

Therefore Be It Resolved that farmers should be completely exempt from the Provincial Sales Tax. 

 
17.Auto Insurance for Farm Vehicles 

Board 



 
Whereas auto insurance rules recently changed such that additional drivers must be registered and 
additional drivers under the new system will add to insurance costs, and 

Whereas fleet insurance does not require registration of additional drivers and therefore has no 
additional cost related to additional drivers, and 

Whereas not all farms qualify for fleet insurance (minimum 5 vehicles), and 

Whereas the insurance change has negatively impacted farm opertions with fewer than five 
vehicles, 

Therefore Be It Resolved that additional drives be permitted on vehicles with A plates, at no 
additional insurance charge. 

 
IV. Crop Protection 
 

18. Ignite - Pre-Harvest Interval 
North  
 
Whereas the herbicide Ignite has a 14 day Pre-Harvest Interval (PHI) on cherries and a 40 day PHI 
on apples and other tree fruits, 

Therefore Be It Resolved that the Pre-Harvest Interval for Ignite used on apples, peaches, 
nectarines, pears and prune plums be reduced from 40 days to 14 days. 

 
19.Beleaf Rates for Wooly Apple Aphid 

Board 
 
Whereas the rate for Beleaf on Woolly Apple Aphid is lower in Canada than in the US and, 

Whereas the lower Canadian rate for Beleaf use is not effective in controlling Woolly Apple Aphid, 

Therefore Be It Resolved that Health Canada increase the rate for Beleaf on Woolly Apple Aphids 
to an effective rate. 

 
20.Expand Mandate of the Sterile Insect Release Program 

North 
 
Whereas the SIR program has operated by monitoring and releasing sterile moths in the 
Okanagan-Similkameen since 1994 and 

Whereas the program has reduced post-harvest Codling Moth damage to below 0.3%, and 

Whereas the success of the SIR program is based on its areawide approach, and 

Whereas SIR has the infrastructure and capacity to expand its mandate to the monitoring, control 
and enforcement of other insect pests, and 

Whereas SIR has worked for a number of years to consider expanding its mandate, 



 

Therefore Be It Resolved that the Sterile Insect Release Program continue to work towards 
expanding its mandate to include area-wide monitoring, control and enforcement practices of other 
insect pests, and  

Further Be It Resolved that the SIR Board develop a policy on how to obtain grower support and 
cooperation when considering addition of pests to the mandate of the program. 

 
21.Efficient and Effective Sterile Insect Release Program 

South 
 
Whereas the SIR program has developed expertise and infrastructure for monitoring, clean-up of 
host trees, and control measures (i.e. sterile insect release and pheromone distribution), and  

Whereas these services could lead to an economic improvement in control costs and damage 
caused by pests like Codling Moth, and  

Whereas local areas that see increases of Codling Moth infestation will require enhanced SIR 
resources to reduce the Codling moth population, 

Therefore be it resolved that the BCFGA continue to support an efficient and effective Sterile Insect 
Release (SIR) Program, and 

Further Be It Resolved that SIR place additional resources into identifying and containing outbreaks 
of Codling Moth in affected areas. 

 

V. Water and Environment 
 

22. Increase Funding for Environmental Farm Plan Program 
South 
 
Whereas the Environmental Farm Plan (EFP) program funding has been reduced, with a resultant 
reduction in the types of eligible projects for orchards and vineyards, and 

Whereas the EFP program encourages projects that create positive environmental benefits, and 

Whereas the EFP program is thought of positively and creates a cooperative atmosphere for 
climate change and environmental improvements, 

Therefore Be It Resolved that funding for Environmental Farm Plan programs be increased. 

 
23.National Tree Planting Program 

South 
 

Whereas the federal government plans to plant 2 billion trees over the next 10 years, in addition to 
the existing tree planting programs, and 



Whereas the program is mainly aimed at the forestry sector but that sector will have to add 
significant labour resources for planting 2 billion trees and may not be able to access such 
resources, and  

Whereas the tree fruit sector of Canada has the capacity to enhance its existing replant programs, 
and 

Whereas the “incremental” trees planted by the tree fruit sector would contribute to the federal goal 
of 2 billion trees planted over 10 years, 

Therefore Be It Resolved that the CHC enter into discussions with the federal government to allow 
tree fruit growers to participate in the federal plan to plant 2 billion trees over the next 10 years. 

 
24.Environmental Farm Plan Program - Equity between Sectors 

South 
 
Whereas Environmental Farm Plan program (EFP) criteria are based on commodities with larger 
acreages and incomes in the Fraser Valley or Cariboo, and  

Whereas this makes funding unavailable for commodities with smaller acreages such as tree fruit,  

Therefore be it resolved that EFP criteria for Beneficial Management Practice (BMP) project 
eligibility be made equitable between sectors, and 

Further Be It Resolved that the BMPs be made available and accessible to farms that are more 
representative of the industry as a whole. 

 
25.Carbon Credits for Farming 

South 
 
Whereas the carbon tax is applied unfairly to farming operations in comparison to competing tree 
fruit production areas, and 

Whereas farmers are sequestering carbon in trees and soil,  

Therefore Be It Resolved that the government change the carbon credit rules to allow farmers to 
receive the appropriate carbon credits. 

 
VI. Labour 
 

26.Adequate Notice of Change to Housing Requirements in the Seasonal Agricutlural 
Worker Program 
North 
 
Whereas the guidelines for Seasonal Housing for temporary Farm Workers in BC are reviewed and 
revised annually, and 

Whereas changes to the guidelines can be implemented mid season, and 



Whereas employers require appropriate warning and time to implement necessary changes, 

Therefore Be It Resolved that changes to the BC Temporary Foreign Agriculture Worker Housing 
regulations come into effect 12 months after the change is initially announced. 

 
27.Work Visa After Arrival - International Experience Canada 

South 
 
Whereas many youth on holiday who travel from other countries to Canada are willing to work on 
farms, and 

Whereas other countries enable travellers to apply for work permits after arrival, and 

Whereas Canada only allows travellers to apply for work permits prior to arrival, 

Therefore Be It Resolved that the International Experience Canada Program participants be allowed 
to apply for work permits after arrival in Canada. 

 
VII. Research 
 

28. Immediate Research for Apple Clearwing Moth 
North 
 
Whereas the BCFGA Apple Clearwing Moth (ACM) three year pilot project did not provide effective 
control, and 

Whereas the use of traditional chemical treatments such as trunk sprays are not controlling the pest 
to sub-economic damage thresholds, and 

Whereas ACM damages trees and reduces productivity and sometimes kills the tree, 

Therefore Be It Resolved that immediate federal funding be released for research projects to find 
effective ways to combat Apple Clearwing Moth. 

 
 

29.Control Codling Moth Re-Infestation through Bin Movement 
South 
 
Whereas the reintroduction of Codling Moth into areas with very low Codling Moth populations will 
cause outbreaks and additional costs for both growers and the SIR Program, and 

Whereas a pathway for reintroduction of Codling Moth to orchards is infested bins transported from 
other farms where Codling Moth controls have not yet had full effect, 

Therefore Be It Resolved that the BCFGA, in cooperation with the SIR Program, seek funding to 
control Codling Moth Emergence from bin piles, and develop and provide education on the risk of 
bin movement, and seek to introduce an enforceable protocol for the movement of bins between 
areas. 



 
30.Economy of Scale and Foreign Ownership of Farms 

South 
 
Whereas the some govrnment programs are designed to facilitate consolidation of farms, and 

Whereas other government programs work to the detriment of conslidated farms, and 

Whereas sonsistent government policy is needed , and 

Whereas another oownership concern is that foreign buyers of farmland will divert the products of 
those farms for the exclusive access by the investing country, 

Therefore Be It Resolved that the Province consudct and economic and fiancial analysis of frm 
consolidation and foreign ownership of BC farmland. 

 
31.Electric Farm Vehicles 

South 
 

Whereas there is interest in transitioning to electric farm vehicles and renewable power generation, 

Therefore Be It Resolved that industry and government investigate, develop and promote the 
availability of electric vehicles and renewable power generation on farms, including modification and 
retrofitting of small machinery and implements. 

 
VIII. Export Markets 
 

32.Market Access for Apples 
Board 
 

Whereas there is a proven demand for Ambrosia apples in China based on Southern Hemisphere 
Ambrosia sales and  

Whereas there appears to be premium pricing for this variety in that market, and 

Whereas premium prices may be available on other apple varieties,  

Therefore Be It Resolved that the BCFGA and CHC take the lead to develop a national priority for 
apples through the Market Access program or any other avenue that may be available to gain 
access into the Chinese market, and 

Further Be It Resolved that a Apple Export Market Access Committee be struck comprised of 
producers, industry leaders and government to help guide the process. 

 
 
 


